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Books I’ve read 
 

1. A Tale of Two Cities- Charles Dickens- Madam Defarge knits coded 
stitches for the names of those beheaded by French revolutionaries. 
(political and personal grievances) 

2. The Color Purple- Alice Walker  sewing/quilting acts as a symbol of 
female bonding, creative expression and independence. Purple an 
LGBTQ symbol. 

3. The Red Tent- Anita Diamant- The red tent is the refuge for women 
during life cycle events and to transmit the sacred activities of spinning 
and weaving and sewing, confirming the communal sisterhood of 
women. 

4. The Friday Night Knitting Club- Kate Jacob- knitting is a metaphor for life- 
mistakes can be fixed, comfort can be found in creativity and community 
along with nurturing, escaped, and transformation.  

5. The Lady and the Unicorn- Tracy Chevalier- the demanding process of 
designing and weaving the Lady and the Unicorn tapestries forms a central 
part of the plot of this historical novel. Power, status, personal expression 
and emotional escape are themes.  

6. Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker- Jennifer Chiaverini- the story of Elizabeth 
Hobbs Keckley, seamstress to Mary Todd Lincoln- sewing earns Keckley her freedom and 
economic independence, and the intimacy and trust of Mrs. Lincoln. 

7. The Golem and the Jinni- Helene Wecker- Syrian textiles – craftsmanship, culture, 
historical connection  

8. The Invention of Wings- Sue Monk Kidd- the narrative quilts of the enslaved Charlotte 
feature themes of longing for freedom, African myth symbols, cultural transmission, 
resistance to injustice. 

 
Books Others Have Suggested 

 
1. Knitting Bones- Monica Ferris 
2. Casting Off- Nicole R. Dickson 
3. How to Knit a Love Song- Rachel Herron 
4. Hooked on Murder- Betty Hechtman 
5. The Embroiderer- Kathryn Gauci 
6. The Lace Reader- Brunonia Barry  
7. The Weaver’s Daughter- Sarah E. Ladd 
8. The Penelopiad- Margaret Atwood 
9. Like Water for Chocolate- Laura Esquivel 



10. Miss Marple series 
11. The Wedding Dress Sewing Circle- Jennifer Ryan 
12. Circle of Magic- Tamora Pierce 
13. The Keeper of Happy Endings- Barbara Davis 
14. The Girl Who Wrote in Silk- Kelli Estes 
15. The Blossom Street Series- Debbie Macomber 

 
 
 
Nonfiction 
 
1.Threads of Life- a history of the world through the eye of a needle- Clare Hunter 
2. The Golden Thread- Kassia St. Clair- a history of textiles 
3. Peacock and Vine- A.S. Byatt- a history of William Morris and Mariano Fortuny 
4. With Her Own Hands- Women weaving their stories- Nicole Nehrig 
 
 


